How to Plan the Perfect Student Trip to Ottawa
Brought to you by Evolve Tours
Welcome! Evolve Tours has designed this guide as a helpful resource for those interested in organizing a
trip for their students to Canada’s capital. In the following pages, you’ll discover how to decide on the
type of trip for you, the right destination, some of the activities your students can enjoy in Ottawa, where
to sleep, where to eat, an explanation of travel insurance, travel tips and more! Our goal is to make the
trip planning process as seamless and as stress free for you and your colleagues as possible.
.

Why should my student group visit Ottawa?
A trip to Ottawa can be a great way for elementary classes to
experience travel, learn more about the subjects they are studying,
indulge in history and enjoy outdoor activities. A grade 7 or grade 8
trip to Ottawa is a perfect school graduation trip.
As Ottawa has so much to offer, the best first step is to determine
the intended focus of the trip. For example:
Educational Student Trip - Curriculum-related activities that
bring to life the subjects of the classroom.
Outdoor – Focus on outdoor, physical activities both inside
and outside city limits.
Mixed Focus – A balance of educational activities, outdoor
activities, and entertainment.

What time of the year should my student group
visit Ottawa?
The busiest time of year for student trips to Ottawa is towards the
end of the school year, especially in May and June. Many schools
consider this as the graduation trip for their middle school students,
and therefore run the trip at the end of the semester. Most Ottawa
trips are 3 or 4 days long, though trip length varies depending on
distance from the school and activities planned. Ottawa typically has
great weather during this time period as well, allowing outdoor activities and the potential to walk
between destinations around the downtown area.
Click here for some more information on Ottawa weather:
http://www.livingin-canada.com/climate-ottawa.html

Winter student trips to Ottawa:
Winter is also a great time to bring your class to Ottawa! You can still visit many of the museums and
attractions in the city, and it also becomes a hub for unique outdoor winter activities as well. Consider
grabbing a BeaverTrail then lacing up your skates and skating down the Rideau Canal with your class!
Nearby winter highlights can also include snowshoeing, cross country skiing, winter tubing and dog
sledding as potential day activities.

Ottawa Festivals and Events for Students:
Why not schedule your student trip to Ottawa while an exciting festival is being held in the city? Here are
5 of the best student-friendly picks:
Winterlude Late January and early February - Family and
student-friendly festival celebrating winter in the capital.
Highlights include skating on the Rideau Canal, ice
carvings, snow sculptures, Snowflake Kingdom (biggest
snow playground on the continent!), pancake breakfasts
and more. The perfect excuse for a winter school trip!
http://www.ottawatourism.ca/en/visitors/what-todo/festival-and-events/winterlude
Ottawa International Children’s Festival Early May – A five
day extravaganza of youth-focused and award-winning
theatre, dance and music performances from around the world. http://ottawachildrensfestival.ca/
Canadian Tulip Festival May - North America’s largest tulip festival, celebrating the floral symbol of
international friendship. Learn about the royal history of Ottawa’s official flower, which was given as a gift
from the Dutch Royal family to Canada for their help in the liberation of Netherlands in the Second World
War. http://tulipfestival.ca/
Ottawa Ribfest Mid June - In between all those museum visits and guided tours of your student trip, stop
to enjoy some mouthwatering ribs for lunch. Teams from across Canada and the States are vying for top
prize. Let your class be the judge! http://sparkslive.com/ottawaribfest.html
Ottawa Dragon Boat Festival Late June - Started in 1994 around this unique team watersport, this festival is
now North America’s largest dragon boat event. Enjoy the multiday celebration of arts, sports, culture and
heritage. Concerts, entertainment, artisans and children’s area. http://www.dragonboat.net/
For more information on festivals year-round in Ottawa, visit:
http://www.ottawatourism.ca/en/visitors/what-to-do/festival-and-events

What are The Best Student-Friendly Activities in Ottawa?
Check out this list of Evolve Tour’s favourite and most popular activities for school groups:
Canadian Aviation and Space Museum – Learn about aviation history as students walk amongst 130
different military and civilian aircraft. This is one of the most comprehensive aviation collections in the
world, and offers a lot of hands-on activities as well. Science classes wanting to learn about Canada’s
important role in space exploration and innovation
will surely enjoy a visit.
http://www.casmuseum.techno-science.ca/
Canadian Museum of Nature – Looking to bring your
science class to Ottawa? Look no further, as the
museum features exhibits on everything from
oceans to dinosaurs and the flora and fauna of
Canada. Make sure to check out the Mammal
Gallery, the Animalium and the 19-metre Blue
Whale! http://nature.ca/en/home

Canadian War Museum – An incredibly well-curated museum, students will see over 2,500 artifacts
explaining Canada’s involvement in the First, Second, and Cold Wars. Highlights include Regeneration Hall,
the Unknown Soldier’s Headstone, and the LeBreton Gallery (where all the tanks and service vehicles are).
Opt to have an in-character guide reveal an introductory story from Canada’s military past.
http://www.warmuseum.ca/home/
Cross Country Skiing Winter Activity– Head north into Gatineau Park and strap on a pair of cross country
skis for an active afternoon on the park’s trails!
Diefunbunker Museum – A National Historic site nick-named after John Diefenbaker, Canada’s Prime
Minister who initiated the bunker’s construction. Student groups venture four stories underground and
discover the top secret facility that was built in the Cold War era. http://diefenbunker.ca/
Fun Junction – Arcade where students can play everything from mini-golf to laser tag with all of their
friends. http://www.funjunction.ca/
Haunted Walk of Ottawa – Great for an evening activity. Be led around the city by a spooky and
knowledgeable guide who will recall creepy stories of the capital’s dark past.
http://www.hauntedwalk.com/
Lafleche Cave Guided Exploration - venture underground as a group to experience the biggest visited cave
in the Canadian Shield, and learn about its formation and discovery.
http://arbraska.com/en/lafleche/activities/cave/
Museum of History - Formerly Museum of
Civilization, this is Canada’s most visited museum.
With the help of an expert guide, groups learn
about 20,000 years of fascinating human history.
Also contains the Canadian Children’s Museum.
Visit the world’s largest collection of indoor totem
poles, and stop by the theatre after your tour for an
IMAX show. http://www.historymuseum.ca
National Art Gallery of Canada Guided Tour - Take one of the various themed guided tours, where
emphasis is placed on critical thinking and making personal connections to art. Groups can also explore
the extensive galleries by themselves, discovering art from classic international pieces to controversial
contemporary work, and everything in between. Make sure to show students the Canadian work of Tom
Thomson and the Group of Seven. http://www.gallery.ca/en/learn/tours.php

Parliament Hill – Enter the Centre Block for a free guided
tour to learn about the history and inner workings of
Canada’s federal government. Includes a tour of the
Centre Block, the library and likely a chance to see the
House of Commons or Senate. Go to the top of the Peace
Tower to give your class a spectacular panoramic view of
the city. http://www.parl.gc.ca/visitors/visit-e.html

Rideau Canal Bicycle Tour Summer Activity - coast alongside the Rideau Canal, as well as throughout the
city.
Rideau Canal Skate Winter Activity – Strap on a pair of skates and cruise down the 7.8 km Skateway. Grab a
BeaverTail or hot chocolate while skating to make this truly Canadian experience complete.
Rideau Hall – the official residence and workplace of the governor general, since 1867. Take a guided tour
of the national historic site, including the State rooms where official duties are carried out. 45 minute
tours are free of charge. http://www.gg.ca/document.aspx?id=15029
Royal Canadian Mint – Take a tour to see the place where handcrafted coins, international currency and
the Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympics medals were made. Watch coins being made and learn about the
manufacturing process. Students can see $1 million in gold up close and hold a solid gold bar in their
hands! http://www.mint.ca/
Supreme Court of Canada – The highest court of Canada, and the final court of appeals in the Canada.
Take a guided tour to learn about the roles and responsibilities of the judicial system. Students will also
take part in a mock trial! http://www.scc-csc.gc.ca/res/education/tour-visite-eng.aspx
Sussex Drive Tour - one of Canada’s most famous streets, and contains numerous embassies, Rideau Hall,
and the Prime Minister’s Residence.
For more information about all of the above attractions and more, visit:
http://www.ottawatourism.ca/en/visitors/what-to-do/museums-and-galleries
Traveling from the Greater Toronto Area? Here’s a great stop in Kingston on your way to Ottawa
Fort Henry - Embark on a guided tour of the 200 year old Historical Military Base. Dive deeper into the
area’s history with interactive games in the Discovery Centre.

Should I work with a travel company?
Our next step is deciding whether you will plan the trip on your own, or use the help of a student travel
provider. Some teachers are used to planning the trip themselves, but many enjoy the less stressful and
time consuming route of hiring a travel company that will expertly take care of all the pre-trip planning. To
make the decision easier, we’ve made some comparison charts, comparing the pros and cons of doing a
trip on your own vs. with a tour provider.

ON YOUR OWN
Pros
✓ Cheaper
✓ Plan exactly what you want, without sticking to
a schedule

Cons
X A lot of stressful planning. Organizing the hotels,
transportation, meals, activities and more.
X Missing out on professional, time-tested
itineraries.
X No on-ground tour director with local
knowledge who oversees the trip.

WITH A TOUR COMPANY
Pros
✓ Having a guide(s) with local knowledge. As with
any form of travel, whether it be museum hopping
or outdoor activities, you’re bound to learn more,
gain a greater understanding of the local
community, and just get more out of the whole
experience when following a knowledgeable
expert.
✓ Safety and Security - A travel provider will
ensure all supplier companies (restaurants, hotels,
activities) are safe, reputable and provide quality
services. As well, emergency protocols and firstaid trained tour staff.
✓ No details to worry about! You’re free to focus
fully on the ride, and have someone else sweat
over the small, yet paramount details.
✓ Allergy, food restrictions communicated to all
the suppliers (hotels, restaurants and activities)
✓ Group rates on transportation and
accommodation since they work with suppliers
year round with many student groups
✓ Years of expertise

Cons
X Set itinerary: although some travel companies
like Evolve Tours are flexible and dedicated to
customizing their trips, many others offer no
customization.

X Generally, planning with a tour company is more
expensive than doing it on your own.

How to choose the perfect student travel company
(Adapted from “How to Choose a Reputable Adventure Travel Company or Guide” at
http://gadling.com/2011/08/05/a-guide-to-choosing-adventure-travel-companies-and-guides/ )
There are many student travel companies that run Ottawa trips; not all are created equal. There are some
key things you should look for when choosing a company to plan and run your student trip. Here are tips
on what to look for or avoid when choosing a company or guide.
Reputation and Safety
Even a brief online search will bring to light any serious breaches in safety or conduct. Safety doesn't just
apply to those who plan to scale the Andes or kayak the Zambezi. Even the tamest "adventures" require
guides who are knowledgeable about the area and activity. Make sure you have someone on hand that is
currently certified in emergency first aid and rescue procedures. Ensure that the company has emergency
protocols and risk management policies in place and that they truly value safety over all else.
Client Communication
How clear and accurate is the company’s literature or website? How long does it take them to respond to
your emails or phone calls? A few days is standard, but if you find yourself having to follow up repeatedly,
move on. A reputable travel company will detail exactly what is included and what is not for the price. All
services should be clearly spelled out and agreed upon.
Customized Itineraries
A legitimate student travel provider will have trip itineraries that they have successfully run time and time
again. They know what works and developed what they believe to be a flawless itinerary.
However, there is a big plus when finding a travel company who is flexible with their itineraries. Find
someone who will work with you to create the best possible custom itinerary for your group’s needs.
Guide qualifications
Are their guides knowledgeable about the region you are visiting? Do they have experience leading trips
there? Ideal guides will have experience travelling in the cities you are visiting and will be energetic,
informative, entertaining and organized.
Ask for referrals
We suggest asking a tour company for referrals of other schools who they have run Ottawa trips for
before. You can also look at reviews on sites like TripAdvisor.com, or search travel blogs.
"In the end, sometimes it just comes down to how comfortable a person feels with the company and their
interactions with them."

Where should my student group stay in Ottawa?
When choosing where your group will stay, it's important to keep a few factors in mind. Depending on
your group, some factors may be more important than others. For example: location and proximity to
activities, price, room types and sizes or youth hostels vs. hotels, or volunteer housing.

Hotels – Centrally located, with amenities and around the clock hotel staff
Browse these and other Ottawa area hotels, here:
http://www.ottawatourism.ca/en/visitors/ottawa-hotels

Residences - Cheaper, dormitory style accommodations are available during the summer months
University of Ottawa – 2 room suites with single rooms, bathroom and kitchenette. Located along the
Rideau Canal.
Algonquin College Residence – Also 2 room suites with single rooms, bathroom and kitchenette. Located
about a 15 minute drive southwest of the downtown Ottawa area, near Nepean.

What are the best student-friendly restaurants in Ottawa?
When deciding on a restaurant for your student group make sure the venue can accommodate large
student groups. There should be plenty of options for students to choose from, or a buffet. Ensure the
restaurant knows about any allergies or dietary restrictions your students may have.

Breakfast
Hotels will often include a breakfast with room bookings, or offer one for an additional charge. They can
range from a continental breakfast to a full hot breakfast buffet. Having breakfast at the hotel can save a
ton of time, as you don’t need to travel to another restaurant and can head straight to activities after
leaving the hotel.

Great areas for Lunch
If giving students free time for lunch, choose an area where
there are plenty of dining options to suit everyone’s taste and
diet.
Byward Market - Canada’s Longest running outdoor market
presents plenty of cafes and restaurants for groups to grab
whatever lunch they would like. Afterwards, shop for souvenirs
from local vendors.
Rideau Centre - The downtown mall features a large food court
with all your typical fast food options.

Dinner
Tucker’s Marketplace – A staple of Ottawa school trips. Plenty of room, well-serviced and a vast variety of
options at the buffet. Located in Byward Market.
Chance ‘R’ - A nice sit-down restaurant without the loud atmosphere one usually expects with restaurants
that host student groups. High quality food. Orders are encouraged to be placed in advance of arriving.
Lone Star – A mix of family style dinner and buffet, often with fajitas and other Mexican inspired foods. 4
locations throughout Ottawa area

Buffet or family style restaurants with plenty of options are a great choice
for student groups with allergies or food restrictions.

On beautiful summer days, Evolve Tours loves to organize BBQ dinners in a
local park.

What kind of transportation should we take to Ottawa?
Train
Via Rail runs a train from Toronto to Ottawa. Although this can be a comfortable and scenic way to travel,
it can be very expensive, especially for large groups. Another downside is that travel within Ottawa will
have to be arranged separately. Find more information on the Toronto to Ottawa train route here:
http://www.viarail.ca/en/explore-our-destinations/trains/ontario-and-quebec/toronto-ottawa
Bus
The most popular option for student groups is to rent a coach bus to
travel to Ottawa. This is the most economical method for large
groups, and you can rent the coach for the duration of the tour to
use for transportation between activities within Ottawa. Standard
coach buses have 56 passenger seats, A/C, TVs and DVD players, as
well as an on-board washroom.
Some student-friendly bus companies Evolve Tours works with:
Denny’s Bus Lines - http://www.dennysbuslines.ca/
Luxury Coach- http://luxury.to/
Coach Canada http://www.coachcanada.com/info/coachcanada/chs.schools.asp
Pacific Western - http://www.pacificwesterntoronto.com/
Cherrey Bus Lines - http://www.cherreybuslines.com/

Should we purchase Travel Insurance?
Purchasing the correct travel insurance can help in the event someone becomes sick or injured before, or
during, a trip. Most travel insurance providers’ coverage includes cancellation, trip interruption, and lost
baggage. If families purchase travel insurance and the student falls ill before the trip, they may receive
reimbursement for costs paid towards the trip. You can either order insurance for everyone in the group
and include this in the trip cost, or provide it as an optional addition to families who would like to
purchase.

Your Next Steps to Making this Dream Student Trip a Reality!
1. Deciding on working with a tour company, or commit to organizing the trip on your own
2. Promote the trip!
o Send letter home to parents, make announcements, tell you colleagues, put up posters
(available from Evolve Tours) and think creatively to get the word out!
3. Hold a Parent information night
4. Distribute a Registration package to students- Waivers, Packing lists, other forms
5. Decide on a payment schedule
6. Collect deposits, registration package and payments
7. Complete rooming lists and other lists
8. Finally, board the bus or train and get the show on the road!

Additional resources for planning the perfect school trip to Ottawa:
http://www.tripadvisor.ca/ - Helpful user based review site. Check here for honest reviews of attractions,
museums, hotels and travel companies.
http://www.yelp.ca/ - A great resource for checking out restaurants without having to have a meal there
first. User based reviews.
http://www.livingin-canada.com/climate-ottawa.html - Ottawa weather
http://www.ottawatourism.ca/en/visitors/what-to-do/ - A helpful list and descriptions of popular Ottawa
attractions and activities

Evolve Tours
At Evolve Tours, we’ve been running student trips around the world since 2006 and have been perfecting
the trip planning process ever since. After deciding you want your students to experience educational
travel, there’s a lot involved in organizing a trip before hopping on that bus. There’s the logistics of
accommodations, transportation, meals, activities and more - when planned properly they come together
to ensure an incredible and memorable student trip.
If you have any questions about any of the content in this guide, please email us at info@evolvetours.com,
or call us at 1.888.222.5066 (Toll Free)
You can also check out sample itineraries of our trips online at www.evolvetours.com
We’d be happy to work together to plan your student trip, or just talk travel!
Happy Travels!
Evolve Tours

DISCLAIMER: The information found in this guide is for research purposes only. It does not constitute
actual travel advice nor a contract between Evolve Tours and the reader of this material. It was written
solely for the purpose of providing free, quality information for the public domain. These manuals are
updated from time to time, however some information contained herein may become outdated. It is up to
the reader of this material to do other research to verify its accuracy; or contract the services of Evolve
Tours or another licensed travel provider who can provide the most up to date and accurate
recommendations for travel. Thank you for reading the fine print. You get a gold star on your homework.

