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ART, MUSIC, & DRAMA TRIPS
Here you will discover everything you need to know about planning an Art, Music, or Drama trip
for your students.
Our Music and Arts Programs welcome novice and expert artists and enthusiasts alike. Students
attend local workshops, concerts and drama performances and often have the opportunity to
perform themselves! We visit theaters, studios, museums and concert venues while
simultaneously engaging in authentic conversation and collaborative art and music-making!

1. BENEFITS OF A FOCUSED SCHOOL TRIP
By focusing on a specific area of focus, your trip will have a deeper meaning and outcome in
regards to your school trip goals.

a. EDUCATION
Experiential education is at the heart of all Evolve Tours Programs. Travelers focus on
community engagement, critical thinking, leadership and reflection as they apply
ideas learned on our trips to complex issues at home and in school.

b. GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP
Evolve Tours Programs prepare travelers with 21st century skills to bring global
concepts into the local sphere. We focus on sustainability, local environments, social
justice and global competencies, all needed to create a better world.

c. EXPLORATION
Sustainable local and global change depends on the power of relationships
developed through adventure and exploration. Based on research and experience,
we have developed best practices to simultaneously facilitate collaborative
exploration and intercultural immersion on our Programs.

2. CUSTOM TRIPS
Every single one of our programs is customizable. Within Arts, Music, and Drama trips there
are obviously many areas of focus. Honing in on your focus will be up to you. Within each
discipline we have done and organized many transformational and progressive workshops to
help enhance your goal. Here are some experiences that are possible for each focus.
a. AREA OF FOCUS: ART (GENERAL)
The Art focus explores local art traditions from calligraphy to street art and
everything in between. Students will be given every opportunity to experience these
traditions through workshops, museum exploration, and cultural events.
■ Meet and greets with local artists
■ Local artist led walking and
street art tours
■ College/University workshops,
meet and greet with students,
campus tours
■ Design and architecture exploration
■ Museum and cultural exploration
■ Hands-on workshops
b. AREA OF FOCUS: MUSIC AND DRAMA
The Music and Drama focus dives into the sounds and movements that have come to
define local communities. From opera to Broadway, students will be given every
opportunity to experience these traditions through workshops, performances,
museum exploration, and cultural
events.
■ Meet and greet with local actors
■ College/University workshops, meet
and greet with students, campus tours
■ Museum and cultural exploration
■ Hands-on workshops
■ Performances
■ Film festivals

3. TOP DESTINATIONS
It would be tough for us to tell you the MUST go to destinations, there are just too many
amazing places in the world to visit. So much culture, so much influence, so many choices.
Based on what many schools have done in the past the following locations tend to be popular,
cost effective and easy to get to.

AUSTRALIA

CUBA

Often known as the Land Down Under,
Australia has a tropical climate on the
coasts a massive desert outback within. Precolonial Australia saw indigenous cultures
take part in a well-developed oral tradition
that has managed to survive to this day.

The Pearl of the Antilles has continued to
grow its unique Caribbean culture since
Havana was founded in 1515. In the
centuries since, Cuba has seen numerous
upheavals and has managed to power
through, culture and traditions intact.

CHINA

ITALY

Throughout history, China has been a land
of innovation and creativity. From its
earliest inventions including gunpowder,
papermaking, and fireworks to its modern
creations and focus on robotics. China
continues to intertwine its traditional
culture with forward thinking inventions.

Much of Western History revolves around
Italy. From the Phoenicians to the Romans
to the Byzantines, Italy’s culture has been
infused with the cultures of the
Mediterranean.

BRAZIL
Brazil is home to much of the Amazon
Rainforest, and within this massive
rainforest lay a multitude of colorful
traditions. These traditions can be seen
through the world renowned Carnival
where Brazil’s culture and history collide in
celebration of the beginning of Lent.

JAPAN
The Land of the Rising Sun has come a long
way since the Middle Ages. Their traditions
have sparked worldwide attention from
traditional tea ceremonies to the Samurai.
MOROCCO
Moroccan society is an old and
distinguished one. It is filled with desert
folklore, Berber culture, and artwork and
history that stretches across political
boundaries.

AUSTRALIA
Sydney ~ Melbourne ~ Adelaide ~ Brisbane
“There’s an expression in Australia that’s called ‘Go Bush,’ which means to get out of the city
and relax.” -Cate Blanchett

EXPERIENCES TO HAVE


Listen to the reverberations of orchestras at the Sydney Opera House
 Explore Aboriginal bark paintings in the Art Gallery of NSW
 Surf the day away on Bondi Beach in Sydney
 Taste fresh, local cuisine at Eumundi Markets north of Sunshine Coast
 Hike the Uloola track and see kookaburras in Royal National Park

THE GREAT OUTDOORS…

...AND THE ANIMALS WITHIN

Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park

Sugar Glider
Wombat

Twelve Apostles
Great Barrier Reef
Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park
Capricorn Caves

Platypus
Emu
Kangaroo

CULTURE CORNER
HEAR:

Thunderstruck - AC/DC

Solid Rock - Goanna

READ:

True Blue - John Williamson

The Songlines - Bruce Chatwin

Down Under - Men at Work

The Thorn Birds - Colleen McCullough

Aboriginal Music

In a Sunburned Country - Bill Bryson

TASTE:

WATCH:

Pavlova

Gallipoli - 1981

LISTEN:

Vegemite

Australia - 2008

The Real Thing

Australian Prawns
Chiko Rolls

Awaye!

CHINA
Xi’an ~ Beijing ~ Shanghai ~ Hong Kong
“One learns more from traveling ten thousand miles than from reading ten thousand scrolls.” Chinese Proverb
EXPERIENCES TO HAVE

● Explore the history of Tiananmen Square and the Forbidden City
● Walk across time on the Great Wall of China
● Watch traditional Kung Fu at the Red Theater
● Visit the incredible Terracotta Warriors Museum in Xi’an
● Learn how to race a Dragon Boat during the Dragon Boat Festival
THE GREAT OUTDOORS…

...AND THE ANIMALS WITHIN

Zhangye Danxia Landform

Giant Panda
Golden-Haired Monkey

Yuanyang Rice Terraces
Yalong Bay
Jiuzhaigou
Tiger Leaping Gorge

White-Flag Dolphin
Chinese Alligator
South China Tiger

CULTURE CORNER
HEAR:

READ:

Fisherman’s Song at Dusk

The Joy Luck Club - Amy Tan

Traditional Chinese Opera

Waiting - Ha Jin

Ko Ko Bop - EXO

Monkey: The Journey to the West - Wu
Cheng’en

Ballad of North Henan Province - Erhu

TASTE:
Baobing

WATCH:

LISTEN:

Wonton Soup

Ip Man - 2008

Popup Chinese

Jiaozi

Crouching Tiger, Hidden
Dragon - 2000

Teacup Media

Lazi Ji
Peking Roast Duck

The Last Emperor - 1987

BRAZIL
Brasilia ~ São Paulo ~ Rio de Janeiro ~ Belo Horizonte
“Brazil is not what you see but what you feel. Once you spend time here - a week, two weeks you get in the vibe.” -Francisco Costa
EXPERIENCES TO HAVE

● Lounge in the sand on the famous Copacabana Beach
● Explore the art at the Institute of Contemporary Art Inhotim in Belo Horizonte
● Hike up Corcovado mountain to the Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro
● Zipline through the Amazon Rainforests on a once in a lifetime experience
● Kayak along the Amazon River and catch a glimpse of the Amazon River Dolphin
THE GREAT OUTDOORS...

...AND THE ANIMALS WITHIN

Iguazu Falls

Jaguarundi

Pantanal Wetlands

Tapir

Amazon Rainforest

Tamarin Monkey

Chapada Diamantina National Park

Amazon River Dolphin

Lençóis Maranhenses National Park

Capybara

CULTURE CORNER
HEAR:
Choro

READ:

Samba

Futebol Nation - David Goldblatt

Bossa Nova

Brazil - John Updike

Forró

The Boys from Brazil - Ira Levin

Maracatu
Copacabana - Barry Manilow

TASTE:

WATCH:

LISTEN:

Feijoada

Carandiru - 2003

Brazil Culture and History

Minas Cheese

Elite Squad - 2007

Açaí na tigela

City of God - 2002

Pão de queijo

CUBA
Havana ~ Cienfuegos ~ Camaguey ~ Santiago de Cuba
“As far as cities go, Havana is a festering treasure chest, a primary color.” -Brin-Jonathan Butler

EXPERIENCES TO HAVE
● Stroll through Habana Viejo in Havana
● Explore the colorful history of Cuba in Havana’s City Museum
● Snorkel of the coast of Cuba in the Caribbean Sea
● Bird watch in Gran Parque Natural Montemar
● Swim under stalactites in Saturn Caves
THE GREAT OUTDOORS...

...AND THE ANIMALS WITHIN

Zapata Biosphere Reserve

Cuban Solenodon

Topes de Collantes

West Indian Manatee

Viñales Valley

Butterfly Bat

Soroa Orchid Garden

Cuban Rock Iguana

Humboldt National Park

Caribbean Flamingo

CULTURE CORNER
HEAR:

READ:

Chan Chan - Buena Vista Social Club

Dreaming in Cuban - Cristina García

Nadie te lo quita - Laritza Bacallao

Three Trapped Tigers - Guillermo Cabrera
Infante

Niño Rivera - El Jamaiquino

Che Guevara: A Revolutionary Life - Jon Lee
Anderson

Salsa
Rumba

TASTE:

WATCH:

Dulce de Leche

7 Days in Cuba - 2012

LISTEN:

Torticas de Moron

Buena Vista Social Club 1999

Indie Travel Podcast

Medianoche Sandwich
Ropa Vieja
Pescado en Escabeche

Che: Part One - 2008

Cuba’s New Era: NPR

ITALY
Rome ~ Venice ~ Naples ~ Florence
“Italy will never be a normal country. Because Italy is Italy. If we were a normal country, we
wouldn’t have Rome. We wouldn’t have Florence. We wouldn’t have the marvel that is Venice.”
-Matteo Renzi

EXPERIENCES TO HAVE
● Dance in the streets of Venice during their Medieval Carnival
● Explore the history of the Catholic Church in the Vatican’s Museums
● Unearth the marvels of Ancient Rome at the Roman Forum
● Eat your way across Tuscany’s rolling hills
● Escape from Rome’s underground crypts and catacombs
THE GREAT OUTDOORS...

...AND THE ANIMALS WITHIN

Scala dei Turchi

Apennine Chamois

Amalfi Coast

Marsican Brown Bear

Blue Grotto

Sicilian Wall Lizard

Lake Como

Crested Porcupine

The Dolomites

Sanderling

CULTURE CORNER
HEAR:

READ:

Dalla: Caruso - Luciano Pavarotti

The Name of the Rose - Umberto Eco

Tarantella

The Talented Mr. Ripley - Patricia Highsmith

Perfect Symphony - Ed Sheeran with Andrea
Bocelli

The Gargoyle - Andrew Davidson

TASTE:

Focaccia

Roman-style pizza

WATCH:

LISTEN:

Risotto

Under the Tuscan Sun 2003

The Bittersweet Life

Gelato
Espresso

To Rome with Love - 2012
The Godfather - 1972

Eye on Italy

JAPAN
Tokyo ~ Sapporo ~ Kyoto ~ Hiroshima
“I love Japan. I love the collision of the modern and ancient worlds coming together in that
place. It’s so high-tech and cool.” - John Lasseter

EXPERIENCES TO HAVE
● Watch traditional Sumo wrestlers at Ryōgoku Kokugikan
● Learn about the events of WWII at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum
● Participate in a traditional Japanese Tea Ceremony
● Explore the Miraikan National Museum of Emerging Science & Innovation
● Visit the famous Japanese rock garden, Ryōan-jii Temple
THE GREAT OUTDOORS...

...AND THE ANIMALS WITHIN

Mt Fuji

Tanuki

Onsen Hot Springs

Japanese Macaque

Shiraito Falls

Hokkaido Flying Squirrel
Moon Bear

Kerama Islands
Nachi Falls

Okinawa Habu

CULTURE CORNER
HEAR:

READ:

CHAMP - B’z

The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle - Haruki
Murakami

Taiko

Memoirs of a Geisha - Arthur Golden

Min’yō Folk Music

The Tale of Genji - Murasaki Shikibu

Pledge of Z - Momoiro Clover Z

TASTE:

Tempura

Sashimi

WATCH:

THINK:

Sushi

Adrift in Tokyo - 2007

History of Japan

Yakitori

Tokyo Sonata - 2008

Japan 2.0

Soba Noodles

Letters from Iwo Jima 2006

MOROCCO
Marrakech ~ Fez ~ Essaouira ~ Rabat
“As you wake up to sort Morocco coming to life, and you drive a two hour journey through the
desert as the sun is rising over the sand dunes...I saw landscapes and visual stuff that I’ll never
forget.” -Jim Sturgess

EXPERIENCES TO HAVE
● Ride hot air balloons over the Atlas Mountains
● See the great Sand Dunes of Erg Chebbi on camelback
● Walk your way through Marrakech's labyrinthine medina
● Explore Moroccan history at the Bahia Palace
● Find the connection between Roman and Arabic culture in the Roman Ruins at Volubilis
THE GREAT OUTDOORS...

...AND THE ANIMALS WITHIN

Todra Gorge

Mouflons

Tide Pools of Essaouira

Barbary Monkey

Erg Chebbi

Golden Jackal

Atlas Mountains

Atlas Mountain Viper

Talassemtane National Park

Hoogstraal's Gerbil

CULTURE CORNER
HEAR:

READ:

Andalusian

The Caliph’s House - Tahir Shah

Berber Folk Music

The Sand Child - Tahar ben Jelloun

Sufi

A Street in Marrakech - Elizabeth Warnock
Fernea

Rai Moroc

TASTE:

WATCH:

LISTEN:

Couscous

Marock - 2005

Mazyan Bizzaf

Pastilla

A Thousand Months - 2003

Travel to Morocco

Shakshuka

The Message - 1976

Harira
Tajine

4. KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
a.

WHERE TO STAY

Our trips are jam packed affairs, we really only use our accommodations to sleep for
the night; the rest of the day we are out touring, exploring, and experiencing! Nevertheless, we you stay on your trip certainly is an important component as well.
There are many considerations that go into where you should stay on your trip. For example:




If you are travelling by private coach bus, it oftentimes makes sense to stay on the
outskirts of the city. These hotels are more economical, helping to keep the price of
the trip lower, and offer a space for your bus to park for the night
If you are travelling by public transportation during the trip, then you are better off
staying in the heart of the city, easily accessible to transit options. We work with a
number of student friendly hostels and B&Bs that provide a quaint, comfortable,
and central home away from home
b. HOW TO GET AROUND

Evolve personally organizes your trip to
match what makes sense for your group!
For trips that include a number of different cities, or many activities on the outskirts of the city, having a private coach
bus usually makes most sense. Alternatively, if you are flying into one city and
spending your whole trip there (i.e. New
York City), it actually usually makes more
sense to organize the trip around public
transit - less sitting in traffic, more time experiencing the true city! No matter your destination or desires, we’ll create a program that matches your exact needs and desires.
c. WHO GUIDES THE TRIPS
You will have an Evolve Tour Director with you for the duration of your trip. Our tour
directors are artists and musicians and actors as well, so they bring their own energy
and enthusiasm to all the great activities ahead! Evolve Tour Directors are leaders,
youth workers, teachers, and travelers. Only the most qualified candidates pass
through our rigorous interview process, and then all tour directors undergo thorough
training to ensure the smoothest and most fun trip for your group! You will also likely
be led by additional local guides at museums, activities, and tours as well.

2. HOW MANY TRAVELERS; WHAT IS THE COST?
This is totally variable - based
on where you are travelling to,
from where, how many travelers, time of year, activities included, etc. The best way for us
to give you an idea of costing is
for us to discuss the right program for your group, and then
put together a customized proposal for you to review. Generally speaking, the more students you are able to sign up, the more economical the trip will be per student. Our programs include essentially every component of the trip: travel, accommodation, all activities,
even most meals (we can adjust this as you desire). Teacher chaperones travel for free on
all trips!

3. HOW DO I BEGIN?
The first step is gauging interest amongst your students - is there desire within your school
culture to organize such a trip? The first trip is the hardest to get off the ground. Once the
first one is done, you’ll have students begging you to organize the next one before you’ve
even caught your breath from the first.
Next you need to acquire administration approval, or whatever processes are required on
your end. We are here to help provide documentation and resources to facilitate this process.
Once the green light is given, it’s time
to start promoting! Hanging flyers in
the school, announcements over the
P.A, newsletter write ups - whatever is
available to you at your school.
Organize a student-parent information
night. We can provide you with a PowerPoint presentation, and all steps to
move forward getting students registered and signed up from here.

Evolve Tours
At Evolve Tours, we’ve been running student trips around the world since 2006 and have been perfecting
the trip planning process ever since. After deciding you want your students to experience educational
travel, there’s a lot involved in organizing a trip before hopping on that bus. There’s the logistics of
accommodations, transportation, meals, activities and more - when planned properly they come
together to ensure an incredible and memorable student trip.
If you have any questions about any of the content in this guide, please email us at
info@evolvetours.com, or call us at 1.888.222.5066 (Toll Free)
You can also check out sample itineraries of our trips online at www.evolvetours.com
We’d be happy to work together to plan your student trip, or just talk travel!
Happy Travels!
Evolve Tours

DISCLAIMER: The information found in this guide is for research purposes only. It does not constitute
actual travel advice nor a contract between Evolve Tours and the reader of this material. It was written
solely for the purpose of providing free, quality information for the public domain. These manuals are
updated from time to time, however some information contained herein may become outdated. It is up
to the reader of this material to do other research to verify its accuracy; or contract the services of
Evolve Tours or another licensed travel provider who can provide the most up to date and accurate
recommendations for travel. Thank you for reading the fine print. You get a gold star on your homework.

